
MARITIMETRAINER
 Monthly Bulletin Issue | 05.2022

MTR Informatics, Training and Consultancy JSC. | www.maritimetrainer.com | info@maritimetrainer.com



CONTENT

2

IMO
Driving Diversity in Maritime Through 
Data

IMO
Act Now for Safe Fishing, IMO Secretary-
General Urges States

CLIMATE CHANGE
New Data Shows Future-Fuel Demand for 
Shipping Industry Equal to Entire Current 
Global Production of Renewables

SEAFARERS
Seafarers Win Commitment to Mandatory 
Internet Access in International Law

MARINE BIOLOGY
Whale Shark Population Plummeting 
Globally Due to Collisions With Ships

SAFETY
Improvised Monkey’s Fist Found to Be 
Dangerous

SAFETY
Tanker Hits Charted Shoal While 
Approaching Berth

HEALTH
BIMCO Supports the Removal of 
Asbestos Containing Material Installed on 
Board Ships

LEARNING
10 Reasons to Ratify the Cape Town 
Agreement

MARITIMETRAINER
Some of our new projects

04

13

06

07

09

14

16

18

20

11



3

W
EL

LC
O

M
E

WE ARE A 
GROWING FAMILY

As some of the MTR team, we had the opportunity to come together at 
the birthday party of our Project/Training Manager Capt.Berk Zincir 
and his beloved wife Gamze’s twins.

We’d discussed the completed the third Let’s Talk Webinar “ALL ACT. 
Supporting Others” among the MTR family. The webinar has been 
moderated by our Mental Health Specialist and Psychologist Sinem 
Çerkez.

International Maritime Women’s 
Day has been celebrated during 
the  traditional Pearl of the Seas 
organization held by #DEFMED 
which  aims to promote the 
recruitment, retention and 
sustainable employment of 
women in the maritime industry. 
As Maritimetrainer, we were 
happy to participate in such a 
beautiful organization on this 
meaningful day.
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DRIVING DIVERSITY IN 
MARITIME THROUGH DATA

ender diversity in maritime is 
extremely fragmented by sector, 
according to data from the newly- 
published 2021 IMO-WISTA (Women’s 
International Shipping & Trading  

Association) Women in Maritime Survey Report.  

The report, launched on the first IMO 
International Day for Women in Maritime, 
contains information about the proportion 
and distribution of women working in the 
maritime sector from IMO Member States and 
the maritime industry. The data demonstrates 
that women account for only 29% of the overall 
workforce in the general industry and 20% of the 
workforce of national maritime authorities in 
Member States. 

G
IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim said, 
“Benchmarking the current state of the sector 
is vital to measure where we are, and where 
we need to go. The Women in Maritime Survey 
2021 shines a spotlight on areas in which IMO 
Member States and the wider maritime industry 
are performing well – and, more importantly, 
those where additional attention, resources 
and encouragement are needed. By actively 
empowering women with the requisite skills, 
maintaining a barrier free working environment, 
we create truly sustainable systems of gender 
equality.”

The survey contributes to initiatives to support 
the Sustainable Development Goal 5 on gender 
equality. 
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Women in the workforce

The report highlights great variation amongst 
individual sub-sectors. According to data 
gathered from Member States, search and 
rescue teams in national maritime authorities 
account for significantly fewer women staff 
(just 10%) as compared to female diplomats 
(33%) and training staff (30%). Industry data 
shows that women seafarers make up just 2% 
of the crewing workforce and are predominately 
found in the cruise sector, while in shipowning 
companies they made up 34% of the workforce. 

WISTA International President Despina 
Panayiotou Theodosiou said, “The knowledge 
we have gathered about gender diversity in the 
maritime industry through this first Women in 
Maritime Survey 2021 is an important step in 
our ambition to create holistic gender diversity. 
As a first snapshot, this survey gives telling 
evidence of how much work still needs to be 
done. But it also shows us where there are a 
few bright spots. The maritime industry can see 
for itself which sectors are pushing ahead with 
diversity, and which are not.”

Ongoing diversity efforts

The survey was conducted in 2021 through 
online assessments sent to IMO Member 
States and companies. The survey is one of 
the activities  under the 2020 IMO-WISTA 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 
promoting greater diversity and inclusion 
through enhanced cooperation activities in 
the maritime sector. The MoU aims to set a 
framework for both IMO and WISTA to promote 
gender diversity and inclusion as vital factors in 
providing a sustainable future for the shipping 
industry worldwide.  

IMO and WISTA intend to produce future Women 
in Maritime survey reports to measure progress 
and serve as guidance for the appropriate 
allocation of resources and capacity building by 
various stakeholders. Other initiatives under the 
IMO-WISTA MoU include developing a database 
of female experts in a wide range of maritime 
subjects who are available for speaking 
engagements. This will contribute towards more 
diverse panels at maritime conferences and 
conferences beyond the sector.

https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/
WIM-Survey-2021-report.aspx
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ACT NOW FOR 
SAFE FISHING, IMO 

SECRETARY-GENERAL 
URGES STATES

tates are being urged to take action to 
bring into force the Cape Town Agree-
ment of 2012, a key international treaty 
which will establish an international 
regime for fishing vessel safety.

This will help make fishing safe, sustainable and 
legal - and make a significant contribution to the 
protection of fishers, an unacceptable high num-
ber of whom lose their lives every year.

”We cannot afford to be complacent when it 
comes to addressing the safety of fishers and 
fishing vessels,” said International Maritime Or-
ganization (IMO) Secretary-General Kitack Lim.

S

The Cape Town Agreement has been ratified by 17 States, with 1,925 fishing vessels declared. The 
treaty will enter into force 12 months after at least 22 States, with an aggregate number of fishing 
vessels of 24 metres in length and over operating on the high seas of no less than 3,600, have ex-
pressed their consent to be bound by it.

Following a ministerial conference in 2019, more than 50 States have signed the Torremolinos 
Declaration to indicate their determination to ratify the Agreement by its tenth anniversary (i.e. 11 
October 2022), thereby moving a significant step closer to bringing it into force.

The international regime brought in by the entry into force of the Cape Town Agreement would help 
to contribute to the broader fight against illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing activi-
ties. This would help to protect world fish stocks, ensure fair competition in fishing, better working 
conditions, and safeguard fishers from human rights abuses. Additionally, the regime would help to 
reduce marine litter from fishing vessels. It would also reduce search and rescue (SAR) missions 
involving State SAR services, merchant and naval fleets, as well as fishing vessels, responding to 
distress calls from substandard fishing vessels.

IMO has been working with other international entities to support ratification and entry into force of 
the Cape Town Agreement, including through regional seminars and webinars.
“I remain confident that by working together, we will ensure the Agreement enters into force to 
complete the missing pillar for safe, sustainable and legal fishing,” said Lim.

https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/pages/CTARatificationUrged.aspx
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NEW DATA SHOWS FUTURE-
FUEL DEMAND FOR SHIPPING 
INDUSTRY EQUAL TO ENTIRE 

CURRENT GLOBAL PRODUCTION 
OF RENEWABLES

The global shipping 
industry’s need for new, 
green fuels.  
“ew data released has revealed how 

the global shipping industry will re-
quire the equivalent of the world’s 
entire current renewable energy de-
mand in order to replace fossil fuel 

use. ‘Fuelling the Fourth Propulsion Revolution’, 
authored by Professor Dr. Stefan Ulreich from 
Germany’s University of Applied Sciences, and 
commissioned by the International Chamber of 
Shipping, highlighted the ‘enormous opportuni-
ty’ for investors and governments represented 
by the global shipping industry’s need for new, 
green fuels.

N
To reach the industry’s 2050 (net) zero goal, 
shipping’s fuel needs would require electricity 
from renewable sources to increase by up to 
3,000 TWh, the report showed. This is the equiv-
alent of the entire world’s current renewable 
energy production.

It found that to achieve the IEA’s Net Zero Emis-
sions by 2050 scenario, the world would need 
an 18-fold increase in existing renewable pro-
duction capacity. Taking the global trading of 
hydrogen as an exemplar, the report identified 
substantial potential benefits for exporting and 
importing countries, particularly in the Global 
South. This is due to the expected production 
cost differentials of such fuels across the world 
(expected range of €72.60/MWh to €156.40/
MWh in 2050).

The cost range reflects the abundance of renew-
able potential, such as solar and wind power, 
in many African and Latin American countries, 
which can generate the electricity needed in 
the production of hydrogen fuels at much lower 
cost.
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The report identified the first movers who are 
looking to seize these investment opportunities, 
including Germany, Algeria, and Chile, who have 
signed multiple bilateral agreements on the 
production of hydrogen fuels (seen as key for 
powering ships).

Unveiled at the World Ports Conference in Van-
couver, Canada, ‘Fuelling the Fourth Propulsion 
Revolution’ urgently calls for increased R&D in 
green fuels, and to specifically develop produc-
tion infrastructure in key geographic locations 
such as Latin America and Africa.

Estimates show a production potential of more 
than 10,000 TWh for (net) zero carbon fuels in 
coastal regions worldwide. Shipping views in-
vestment in these areas as key to helping coun-
tries realise the potential gains present in their 
bilateral agreements.

Up to this point, there continues to be a lack of 
investment in zero-emission technologies, with 
the IEA highlighting that the total amount of 
corporate R&D investment for maritime has de-
creased, from $2.7 billion in 2017 to $1.6 billion 
in 2019.

Yet by 2050, at least half of (net) zero fuels trad-
ed globally are expected to be moved by ships, 
according to the International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA). Today’s report indicates that 

this makes maritime a key enabler of the decar-
bonisation of land-based industrial sectors. 
The report’s author, Prof. Dr. Stefan Ulreich of 
the University of Applied Sciences Biberach, 
Germany, said:

“To meet the enormous demand for hydro-
gen-based fuels in the Global North, production 
centers in the Global South are urgently needed.

“While governments are beginning to realise the 
need to transition to fuels like hydrogen, little 
thought to date seems to have been given to 
how they will actually transport those fuels.
“Shipping must be part of wider energy transi-
tion negotiations, and shipping and ports are go-
ing to need investment. But with this investment 
comes huge opportunity for return.”

Stuart Neil, Director of Strategy and Communi-
cations at the International Chamber of Shipping 
said:
“Shipping will be a key enabler of the global 
energy transition, providing cost effective and 
flexible solutions to transport at least half of the 
net zero carbon fuels traded around the world.
“A great deal is talked about the global energy 
transition to zero emission fuels outside of ship-
ping. But what we have found in this report is 
that there is a tremendous opportunity for all.”

https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/new-data-
shows-future-fuel-demand-for-shipping-industry-equal-to-entire-
current-global-production-of-renewables/
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SEAFARERS WIN COMMITMENT 
TO MANDATORY

INTERNET ACCESS IN 
INTERNATIONAL LAW

eafarers’ groups have won the right 
to mandatory social connectivity for 
crews –including internet access – in 
updates to the Maritime Labour Con-
vention 2006 (MLC), but are disap-

pointed that shipowners and governments may 
seek to charge for it. The MLC is an international 
treaty designed to protect seafarers’ rights and 
has been ratified by more than 100 countries, 
who represent over 90% of the world fleet. One 

S of its provisions is that governments, shipown-
ers and seafarer representatives meet period-
ically to keep the convention under review and 
up to date.

The latest Special Tripartite Committee (STC) 
meeting ended in Geneva on 13 May, with 
agreement on a number of changes including 
a commitment to better social connectivity for 
seafarers.
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“We’ve learned a lot during the Covid period 
and that has been driving us to improve the 
MLC,” said Mark Dickinson, vice chair of the 
International Transport Workers’ Federation’s 
(ITF) Seafarers’ Section, STC vice-president and 
spokesperson for the Seafarers Group.

“Working for long periods at sea can be isolat-
ing,” Dickinson said, “And a lack of contact with 
the outside world can have profound implica-
tions for seafarers’ wellbeing — which we saw 
the worst effects of during Covid.”

Working for long periods 
at sea can be isolating“

“Being able to keep in touch with family and 
friends isn’t just a nice-to-have, it’s a basic hu-
man right. That’s why we fought so hard for sea-
farers to be given internet access and to have a 
mandatory provision in the MLC.”

Despite the fact that ships already have the 
technology to provide internet access, ship-
owners dug their heels in over the change. They 
insisted that they should be able to limit access 
and be able to charge seafarers for internet 
connectivity.

The Seafarers Group lobbied to ensure that any 
charges levied on seafarers remain an excep-
tion, and if any charges are imposed that they 
are reasonable. Governments were also encour-
aged to increase internet access in ports and 
associated anchorages without cost to seafar-
ers.

Other changes

The STC did agree a number of significant 
changes to the MLC, including:
Personal protective equipment must be made 
available in sizes that suit seafarers onboard, 
including for women.
Improved access to free drinking water, quality 
provisions and balanced diets were agreed as 
part of food and catering rules.

Clarification on responsibilities for governments 
to provide information to seafarers on manda-
tory systems of protection that must be put in 
place by recruitment and placement agencies.

https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/seafar-
ers-win-commitment-to-mandatory-internet-access-in-interna-
tional-law/
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WHALE SHARK POPULATION 
PLUMMETING GLOBALLY 
DUE TO COLLISIONS 
WITH SHIPS

hipping poses a ‘significant threat’ to endangered species of whale sharks, marine bi-
ologists have earlier warned. They have discovered that ships end up killing significant 
numbers of sharks, the biggest fish species alive on the planet today. All over the world, 
their numbers have started declining in recent years but experts have been bemused as to 
what could be the reason.

S
Scientists from the Marine Bio-
logical Association (MBA) and 
the University of Southampton 
have conducted path-breaking 
research that justifies lethal 
collisions of whale sharks with 
large vessels are largely un-
derestimated and maybe the 
reason why the populations are 
reducing.

It has previously been suggest-
ed that as whale sharks spend 
a lot of time in coastal regions 
and surface waters, a signifi-
cant number of deaths could 
have been brought about by 
collisions with large ships. However, there was no effective way of monitoring the threat till now.

Scientists from about 50 international universities and research institutions have tracked the move-
ments of ships and whale sharks all over the globe to recognize the areas of potential collisions 
and risks.

The team has mapped some areas as shark ‘hotspots’ that overlapped with global fleets of fish-
ing, cargo, and passenger’s vessels as well as tankers to reveal that more than 90% of whale shark 
movements had fallen under the footprint of shipping activities.

The study reflected that whale shark tag transmissions had been ending more frequently in busy 
shipping channels than what is likely, even when they ruled out technical glitches. The team con-
cluded that the loss of transmissions was possible because whale sharks get struck, killed, and 
eventually sink onto the ocean floor.
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A PhD Researcher named Freya Womersley 
from the University of Southampton spear-
headed the study for the Global Shark Move-
ment Project. She mentioned that the maritime 
shipping industry allows sourcing a variety of 
products globally, which may be resulting in the 
decline of whale sharks, a hugely important spe-
cies living in the oceans.

Satellite tracked movement data from nearly 
350 whale sharks was also submitted into the 
Global Shark Movement Project, led by research-
ers from the Marine Biological Association 
(MBA).

Whale sharks are slow-moving giants of t that feed on microscopic animals known 
as zooplankton. They generally grow to be larger than a double-decker bus: between 
20 to 52 feet but maybe up to 65 feet long. Whale sharks help regulate the ocean’s 
plankton levels and play a vital role in the healthy ocean ecosystems and marine 
food web. 

Professor David Sims, a senior research fellow 
and the founder of the Global Shark Movement 
Project mentioned that some of the tags that 
record depth and the location reflected whale 
sharks sliding into the shipping channels and 
then, slowly sinking to the seafloor almost sev-
eral hundreds metres below. This is the “smok-
ing gun” of a lethal ship strike.

Currently, there is no international regulation to 
protect whale sharks against vessel collisions. 
The research team warns that the species faces 
an uncertain future if actions are not taken 
immediately. They hope the findings they’ve 
furnished inform management decisions and 
protect whale sharks from more population de-
clines in the near future.

https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/
whale-shark-population-plummeting-globally-due-to-colli-
sions-with-ships/
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IMPROVISED MONKEY’S FIST 
FOUND TO BE DANGEROUS

Safety can slip in many ways, sometimes even because of the best of intentions. 
Constant attention to detail and strong safety leadership are the key to keeping a safe course.

vessel berthed at a terminal and some port personnel 
noticed that one of the monkey fists used on a heaving 
line was particularly heavy. The monkey fist was in-
spected, and it was discovered that although the outer 
casing was made from rope, the inner core was of 

compacted sand surrounding a large steel nut contained within a 
cotton casing. The total weight was 740g.

The vessel and company were advised and there was an internal 
investigation. It transpired that the vessel had five other heaving 
lines with monkey fists on inventory. After testing with a metal 
detector no metal parts were found and all weighed less than 
500g, which is an accepted maximum limit according to best 
practice and certain codes. It would appear a crewmember had 
made the monkey fist on his own initiative, and this escaped su-
pervision or detection.

The company took the initiative to have all monkey fists replaced by a sachet type, as illustrated. 
The sachets are made from old fire hoses, filled only with sand, and weigh about 400g. This format 
allows easy auditing to check for heavy (metallic) objects inside. Also, warnings were posted near 
mooring stations on the specifications of monkey fists, with the hope of maintaining awareness on 
board.

https://www.nautinst.org/resources-page/202219-improvised-monkey-s-fist-found-to-be-dangerous.html

A

Lessons Learned
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TANKER HITS CHARTED SHOAL 
WHILE APPROACHING BERTH

chemical carrier was inbound for a 
port in good visibility and weather 
conditions. This was the first time the 
Master and OOW had entered this par-
ticular port.

In preparing the passage plan, slack water had 
been chosen as a time best suited to berth as 
the tidal stream would be minimal. Low water 
was predicted to be at 1515 with a height of 1.1 
metres, and the plan was to arrive around this 
time. The next daylight slack water was just over 
19 hours later at high tide with a height of 4.7 
metres.

In the final approach, the OOW advised the Mas-
ter of a 4.9 metre charted depth just north of the 
pier. Since the state of the tide was low at 1.1 
metre and the vessel was drawing 6.2 metres 
aft, this meant they would touch bottom if they 
passed over this charted depth. The Master re-
sponded that the echo sounder was reading 7.0 
metres of water so he was content to proceed 
with the berthing. As the vessel approached, 
now 50 metres north of the pier, there was a 
sudden shudder throughout the ship. The bow 
swung to the south and the vessel came to a 
stop. After several attempts to clear the vessel 
the Master succeeded and, with the now rising 
tide, they berthed under their own power.

A It was found that No.5 main ballast tank was 
experiencing an ingress of water, so the ballast 
pumps were started to control the flooding.

The investigation found that the 4.9m charted 
depth, 50m north of the pier, was brought to 
the attention of the Master while preparing the 
passage plan. Such a shoal would prevent the 
vessel from safely berthing at low water. The 
ECDIS ENC data was compared with the local 
survey chart and a photocopy extract of the 
Admiralty chart provided by the agent, neither of 
which showed the 4.9m feature. Reasoning that 
latter data was more recent, the Master directed 
the passage plan to be completed ignoring the 
4.9m charted depth on the ENC.
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The safest passage plan is one which relies on the most accurate and recent navigation data. Make 
sure to check yours.
Entering a new port (for the bridge team) with known strong tidal currents, without pilotage and 
with critical under keel clearance is a scenario that calls for extra care. Even discounting the fact 
that the Master believed the 4.9m depth was outdated, entering at high tide slack water would be a 
better choice than low tide slack water.

Lessons Learned

As it transpired, neither the Master nor the officer had checked the update status of the ENC as 
part of the planning process. Both were unaware that the 4.9m obstruction was a recent correction 
dated only eight days before the grounding. It was, in the end, more recent and accurate than the 
agent’s pre-arrival information.

https://www.nautinst.org/resources-page/202221-tanker-hits-charted-shoal-while-approaching-berth.html

Before correction After correction



16

H
EA

LT
H

BIMCO SUPPORTS THE 
REMOVAL OF ASBESTOS  
CONTAINING MATERIAL 
INSTALLED ON BOARD SHIPS

IMCO supports a pro-
posal from the Neth-
erlands and Germany 
to amend MSC.1/Circ. 
1374 concerning the 

removal of asbestos contain-
ing material (ACM) installed 
on board ships with the aim to 
keep both ships and crew safe.

At the ongoing 105th session 
of Maritime Safety committee 
(MSC) at the International Mari-
time Organization (IMO), Ger-
many and the Netherlands have 
submitted a proposal to amend 
MSC.1/ Circ.1374, information 
on prohibiting the use of asbes-
tos on board ships, concerning 
the removal of asbestos con-
taining material (ACM).

The specific proposal is to seek 
a practical and safe solution 
for phasing out of ACM on 
board ships while maintaining 
a level playing field. The coun-
tries propose that, rather than 
removing, asbestos containing 
gaskets in good condition that 
have been installed between 1 
July 2002 and 1 January 2011 
in contravention with SOLAS 
regulation II 1/3 5, the admin-
istration may, instead allow for 
an on board implemented risk-
based maintenance and mon-
itoring programme of onboard 
materials containing asbestos, 
in accordance with MSC/Circ. 
1045. Such asbestos should 

subsequently be removed when planned repairs or removal of the 
relevant systems are carried out. Asbestos

According to BIMCO, asbestos is a dangerous substance and 
should be avoided. Exposure to asbestos can cause significant 
health effects. Breathing asbestos can cause tiny asbestos 
fibres to get stuck in the lungs and irritate lung tissues. Scientific 
studies have shown that asbestos can cause diseases such as 
asbestosis or pleural diseases. Asbestos exposure also increas-
es risk of developing certain cancers such as lung cancer and 
mesothelioma. It can also cause cancer to larynx, pharynx, stom-
ach, colorectum and ovary. After exposure occurs, asbestos can’t 
be removed from the lungs.

B

After exposure occurs, asbestos can’t 
be removed from the lungs “
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Asbestos on ships have been controlled since 
2000 and once it has been removed, an as-
bestos free declaration indicates that a ship is 
free of the material. Since 1 January 2011, no 
items containing asbestos should be installed 
on board a ship. However, despite such control 
measures, ACM is still found on board ships, 
especially those installed prior to 1 January 
2011 and in most cases, it concerns gaskets in 
between pipe-flanges and in valves. 

Regarding the issue, Emily Walsh, community outreach director for the Mesothelioma Cancer 
Alliance, talked about the danger that asbestos poses. This mineral was commonly used for 
construction and building, but can set marine workers’ health at risk.

https://safety4sea.com/bimco-supports-the-removal-of-asbestos-containing-material-installed-on-board-ships/

In practice, replacement of gaskets containing 
asbestos may not always be the best option for 
the safe operation of ships and seafarers, says 
BIMCO. Sometimes the systems and parts that 
need to be dismantled may be out of reach. An-
other problem is that, during the ACM removal 
process, it is difficult to get the ship completely 
free of asbestos fibre. Finally, after the replace-
ment of gaskets, especially between pipelines, 
restoring the watertight connection between 
the pipelines may not be an easy task, especial-
ly when some of these have been in place for 
almost a decade.

As per the Guidelines for maintenance and 
monitoring of onboard materials containing 
asbestos (MSC Circ.1045), ACM installed before 
1 July 2002, which is in good condition, need 
not necessarily be directly harmful to human 
health and could be maintained and monitored 
on board. The same principle can be applied to 
ACM installed between 2002 and 2011.

BIMCO concludes that, weighing the pros 
and cons of this approach, and considering 
that ACM contained within gaskets that are 
hard to access and safely replace, BIMCO will 
support the proposal by the Netherlands and 
Germany. This will not only benefit shipowners 
and seafarers but also help maintain a level 
playing field and prevent different recognised 
organisations in applying different procedures 
required by different countries. Asbestos 
containing gaskets should subsequently be 
removed when planned repairs or removal of the 
relevant systems containing these gaskets is 
carried out.
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10 REASONS TO RATIFY
THE CAPE TOWN 
AGREEMENT

For this reason, IMO has been working to increase safety in this sector for many years in partner-
ship with stakeholders. However, the IMO treaty on training for fishers is in force (STCW-F), but the 
Cape Town Agreement of 2021 (CTA), the global treaty for safety of fishing vessels, is not yet in 
force.

The importance of the Cape Town Agreement

The CTA, when in force, will contribute to safe, legal and sustainable shipping. The agreement is 
expected to boost safety standards for more than 64,000 vessels world wide that are 24 metres 
in length. It is aimed at facilitating better control of fishing vessel safety by flag, port and coastal 
States.

In order to support the ratification of CTA, IMO published 10 reasons why this should happen:

#1 Enhance the safety of fishers and observers
Fatality rate in fisheries is unacceptably high compared to other human food-related activities.
A safety culture is needed for a level playing field with better constructed and equipped fishing 
vessels.
The CTA brings minimum standards for construction and maintenance of vessels, as well as for 
safety equipment including navigation, communications and life-saving appliances.

#2 Inspection of fishing vessels
There is not any internationally binding regime for the safety of fishing vessels.
The Agreement will enable the vessels to be subject to flag State and port State inspections under 
harmonized global standards.

#3 Enhance the safety of fishers and observers
Sub-standard vessels are highly likely involved in IUU fishing practices, as they are generally operat-
ed by unscrupulous owners/operators.
FAO’s Port State Measures Agreement (FAO) requires port State inspections to monitor IUU fishing.
The 2012 Cape Town Agreement can complement such inspections from safety aspects, while 
targeting sub-standard vessels and increasing transparency of fishing activities.

ishing is one of the most dangerous 
professions in the world, with 
thousands of fishers estimated to lose 
their lives every year when working to 
supply the world’s growing appetite for  

      fish and fish products.

F
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#4 Contribute to combatting modern slavery
As is the case with IUU fishing, sub-standard 
vessels are highly likely operated by irrespon-
sible owners/operators that abuse the crew’s 
work and living conditions.
On such vessels, crew may be subject to squalid 
circumstances.
ILO’s Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 (C. 
188) allows for inspections of vessels and the 
Agreement can complement this while targeting 
sub-standard vessels.

#5 Conservation of marine environment & 
resources
There is a link between safety, marine pollution 
protection (i.e. fishing gear as marine debris) 
and IUU fishing.
Abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing 
gear can become a navigational hazard, as well 
as being a source of marine litter.
Lack of governance of unsafe vessels at sea, 
inadequate law enforcement, and insufficient 
transparency and accountability throughout 
seafood supply chains, contribute to unjust ex-
ploitation of limited marine resources.

#6 Completion of the missing pillar in 
sustainable fisheries
The Agreement will complement the following 
international treaties, which contribute to var-
ious aspects of fisheries for sustainable and 
safe fisheries:
1995 STCW-F Convention (IMO)
2007 Work in Fishing Convention (C. 188) (ILO)

2010 Agreement on Port State Measures 
(PSMA) (FAO)

#7 Protecting search & rescue (SAR) services
Unsafe vessels are involved in marine casual-
ties, usually for preventable and unnecessary 
causes due to lack of safety precautions and 
maintenance.
Search and rescue (SAR) services are consider-
ably occupied by addressing such incidents.
SAR personnel’s lives as well as those of all sea-
farers and fishers called to provide assistance 
are also at risk under heavy and risky weather 
conditions.
If the vessels are safer, SAR operations for sub-
standard fishing vessels might consume fewer 
resources.

#8 Contributing to better employment & working 
conditions
In many countries, the wider perception of fish-
ing is dangerous and demanding. This leads to 
fishing activities being less attractive.
If the vessels become safer with better working 
conditions, then this perception would improve 
and become more appealing especially for 
young generations, both men and women.

#9 Contributing to competitiveness of a nation’s 
fishing fleet
When fishing vessels are constructed and op-
erated to the required safety standards, their 
competitiveness on markets will increase and 
such vessels will become more attractive to buy-
ers, even on the second-hand market, which will 
positively impact a nation’s economy.

#10 Contributing to ship construction & equip-
ment industry
As the Agreement requires certain construction 
and equipment standards, those nations which 
have shipbuilding industries will increase profits, 
in particular for new vessels that will be subject 
to the provisions of the Agreement.

https://safety4sea.com/10-reasons-to-ratify-the-cape-town-
agreement/
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SOME OF OUR NEW PROJECTS

LET - COLREG
Almost all operations on the ship are danger-
ous and they all have their own procedures and 
precautions. Knowing all the COLREG Rules and 
applying them while navigating will ensure the 
safety of you and the ships around you. With the 
case study in this LET training, you can review 
the rules you know by putting yourself in the 
shoes of the officers.

HF -INTERPERSONAL 
RELATIONS
Firstly, communication is indispensable, in 
terms of realizing oneself as a human being 
and entering into social processes. Influenc-
ing and being influenced by others, utilizing 
and being helpful is possible through com-
munication. For thesereasons, ‘interpersonal 
relations’ is a skill that should be well known 
by every manager and employee.



21


